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and South German peoples. They fought after such scenes
as the "Defenestration of Prague", anglice "chucking 'em
out of the window35, as to whether or no a state might chose
a ruler unacceptable to the Holy Roman Emperor.

The War of the Spanish Succession, the war that brought
Marlborough to his zenith, was fought on what was really
the "balance of power.9 The whole of Europe was deter-
mined that by no sort of happening should the crown of
France the great land power, and that of Spain the great
sea power be united. Here was the balance of power added
to economics. France and Spain in unison meant good-bye
for ever to many sources of English and Dutch trade.
There was also a good Austrian claimant. Since loss of
trade means starvation, the governments of the countries
involved, knowing their main duty better than some
to-day, fought; fought for their nation's right to trade,
and by this war came into being the British Empire,
literally founded by Louis XIV.

It was in these days, be it incidentally remarked that
the term John Bull first saw the light as the name for the
Englishman. The world, especially the English world, was
one of political pamphlets and lampoons. When all the
pother about the Spanish Succession, which does not con-
cern us here, was at its height, Arbuthnot wrote his History
of John Bull Old Lord Strutt (Spain) lay dying and his
neighbours and servants assembled with measuring stick and
inkhorn to divide his property; Lewis Baboon (France) his
neighbour, John Bull (England) his tailor, and Nicholas
Frog (Holland) his runaway servant. From this obscure
lampoon developed that majestic, good-humoured imper-
turbable emanation John Bull, whose latter-day figure is
set forth in the frontispiece to this book. However, that is
another story.

Let us see why the Crimea broke out, when unprepared,
disarmed Britain had as usual, to bear the brunt, Many
historians find it hard to say why it occurred, but curiously